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Mariolatry  (Gr.  Maria,  Mary,  and 
latreia, worship) is the "worship of Mary." 
Something  is  worse  than  the  worship  of 
Mary,  namely,  slander.  A  university 
professor writes that Mary was a "sexually 
questionable  woman."  Gregory  Alan 
Tidwell has refuted the professor:

To  insinuate  that  she  [Mary] 
was morally loose is insulting 
not only to this godly woman, 
but  to  the  very  act  of  the 
incarnation.  What  Scripture 
describes  in  terms  of  tender 
beauty  is  transformed  into  a 
scandal of the gutter. A miracle 
of untold wonder is explained 
away as a tale of common filth 
(GOSPEL  ADVOCATE, 
April, 1993).

If  Jesus  was  born  of  two  earthly 
parents, he was wholly human, and no more 
divine  than  the  rest  of  us.  If  Jesus  was 
wholly human, he was not raised from the 
grave,  nor  can  he  raise  anyone  else. 
Christianity  without  the  virgin  birth  is 
reduced simply to a social gospel  for this 
life only.

However,  as  infidels  attempt  to 
destroy the beautiful history of Jesus' virgin 
birth, the Catholic Church (both Roman and 
Orthodox)  exalts  Mary  above  all  women, 
above all  the angels, even to the status of 
deity, in seven ways:

1.  Because  the  Catholic  Church 
holds to the false doctrine that all babies are 
sin-infected even before birth, which would 
include Mary's baby Jesus, their theologians 
were  forced  to  invent  the  "Immaculate 
Conception" doctrine that Mary herself was 
the one exception in all history to be born 
sinless. If Mary was born sinless, she would 
have  no  sin  to  hand  down  to  her  baby. 
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Accordingly, Pope Pius IX in 1854 issued 
the  papal  bull  Ineffabilis  Deus.  But 
biblically,  all  babies are born free of sin 
(Ezekiel 18:20; Matthew 19:14).

2.  The Catholic Church, asserting 
that Mary as a three year old made a vow 
in  the  temple  to  live  in  "perpetual 
virginity,"  not  only  is  asserting  an 
impossibility  of  a  three  year  old  child 
knowing  anything  about  sex,  but  also 
falsely makes virginity a perpetual virtue. 
Biblically,  virginity  is  a  virtue  before 
marriage (1 Corinthians 6:9; 7:2), but not 
after  marriage  (1  Corinthians  7:3-5). 
"Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed 
is unstained" (Hebrews 13:4).

3.  The  Catholic  Church  teaches 
that  Mary,  like  Jesus,  was  sinless. 
Biblically,  only  Jesus  lived  entirely 
without sin (Romans 3:23; Hebrews 4:15). 
Mary sinned in  not  searching  for  her  12 
year old son for a full day (Luke 2:44).

4. Despite the fact that two tombs 
are shown to tourists where Mary's body 
lies, one in Jerusalem near the garden of 
Gethsemane,  and  one in  Ephesus,  where 
she  lived  in  John's  house,  "her  bodily 
assumption  into  heaven  after  her  death 
became an article of faith in 1870" (David 
Anderson,  "Religious  News  Service,"  in 
THE OREGONIAN 5-22-93), for Roman 
Catholics, and in 1950 was proclaimed by 
Pope  Pius  XII  in  a  papal  bull 
Munificentissimus Deus.  Accordingly, 
Roman Catholics  celebrate  August  15 as 
"The Feast of the Assumption."

5. The Catholic Church teaches its 
members  to  pray  to  Mary  as  their 
intercessor,  but  biblically  prayers  are 
directed  only  to  God  and  to  Jesus 
(Ephesians 5:20; Acts 7:59). "There is one 
God, and one mediator between God and 
human  beings,  the  human  being,  Christ 
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Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5). But Catholics are urged: "Flee to 
Mary. The Son will listen to the mother, and the Father to 
the Son." The "Ave Maria" ("Hail, Mary") is an easy and 
popular prayer.

On July 27, 1975, Scott Little, Lois McCord, and I 
were  in  Florence,  Italy.  A tourist  guide  took  us  to  the 
Catholic Cathedral. In the auditorium the guide related this 
unbelievable incident:  she said a lady came in alone one 
morning to kneel and to pray. High above near the ceiling 
some painters were working. They looked down and saw 
her, but she did not see them. As she was quiet in prayer, a  
painter  spoke  loudly,  "I  am  Jesus,"  and  kept  saying  it. 
Suddenly the lady looked up and said, "You shut up; I am 
talking to your mother!"

6.  In  more  exaltation  of  Mary,  she  is  called  Dei 
Genetrix,  the "Mother of God." True, Jesus is God (John 
1:1; 20:28), but Scripture never calls Mary the "Mother of 
God," a title that elevates her to the status of deity. 

Simply to call her the "mother of Jesus" (John 2:1, 
3; Acts 1:14) leaves her entirely human. Many other titles 
that put Mary above the human level are heaped upon her: 
"Mother of the Church," "Mary the Mediatriz," "Mary the 
Protectress," "Helper of All Mankind," "Mary the Mother of 
All Believers," and "Our Lady Queen of Martyrs."

But  Jesus  did  not  exalt  his  mother  above  other 
women.  On  one  occasion,  as  Jesus  taught  in  a  house, 
someone said to him: "Look! Your mother and your brothers 
stand outside and want to speak to you." Jesus responded, 
"Whoever  does  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father  is  my 
brother and sister  and mother"  (Matthew 12:47-50; Mark 
3:35). 

On another occasion, an excited woman exclaimed 
to  him,  "Blessed  is  the  womb  that  carried  you,  and  the 
breasts that nursed you!" Jesus replied, "Blessed are they 
who hear and keep God's word" (Luke 11:27-28).

7.  People  all  over  the  world  have  reported 
appearances of Mary. The Vatican has not approved all of 
them,  but  has  approved  so-called  appearances  at 
"Guadalupe,  Lourdes,  and  Fatima"  (James  D.  Davis, 
Knight-Ridder  News  Service,  THE  OREGONIAN,  5-22-
93). With each sighting, some say, comes a miracle. Many 
priests  reject  the "purported apparitions,"  while one says, 
"We need some maternal nagging" (Davis, ibid).

“Remember also your Creator in the days of  
your youth”  (Ecclesiastes 12:1)

THE GLORY OF AGING

A woman nearly 100 years old wrote:

This old shell in which I dwell 
Is growing old, I know full well,

But I am not the shell.

What if my hair is turning gray,
Gray hair is honorable, they say.

So what if my sight is growing dim,
I still can see to follow Him.

What should I care if times' old plow
Has left deep furrows on my brow.

Another house, not made with hands,
Awaits me in the Glory Land.

What tho my tongue refuse to talk,
What; tho I falter in my walk,

I still can tread the narrow way,
I still can sing, and watch and pray.

My hearing may not be as keen 
As in times past it may have been
But I still can hear the Savior say

In whispers soft, "This is the Way."

This outward man, do what I can,
To lengthen out his life's short span,

Shall perish and return to dust,
As everything in nature must.

The inward man, the Scriptures say,
Is growing stronger every day.
Then how can I be growing old

When safe within the Master's fold?

Ere long this soul shall fly away
And leave this tenement of clay.

This robe of flesh I'll drop and rise
To seize the "everlasting prize."

I'll meet you on the streets of gold
And prove that I'm not growing old.

"For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day" (2 Cor 

4:16).
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News, Notes & Events : 

College/Youth Devotional – will be each Monday 
at 6:30pm.

Volunteers  needed-  to  host  the  college/youth 
dinners held each Monday night. Please sign up on 
the bulletin board if you are willing to host a meal.

September Birthday's
Rachel Baldillez 9th

Joseph Wood 9th

Dennis Reed 11th

Randy Curtis 14th

Nancy McArthur 17th

Gussie Schneider 20th

Vesta Toney 20th

Doris Walsh 21st

Ginger Reed 22nd

Bill McNurlen 28th

Sarah Smith 30th

September Anniversary's
Wade & Peggy McDonald 1st

Troy & Jan Billington 26th

Gospel Meeting

with Ronnie Scherffius

October 10th -13th

Sunday 9:30, 10:30 AM, 5 PM

Weeknights 7:00 PM

Please  see  the  printed 
bulletin  in  the  foyer  for 
information  about  those  who 
are ill and all prayer requests.
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Assembly Times
Sundays
Bible Classes ..................9:30AM

Worship.........................10:30AM
                                        5:00 PM

Wednesdays 901 N. Main
Bible Classes....................7:00PM San Angelo, TX 76903
              Phone: 325.653.4642
   

Leadership 
Elders: Clyde Freeman, George Hooper

Preacher: Josh Romo

Serving This  Sunday  9/5/2010
Morning Worship:

Songs.................................................Bill Reed
Opening Prayer..........................Dennis Reed
                                Lord’s Table
Southside: Northside:
Larry Wood ........................Wade McDonald
Charles Schneider(Contribution)........Paden Reed
Scripture...................................Gabriel Spargo
Closing Prayer..........................Troy Billington
Evening Worship:  
Song Leader................................Luke Perkins
Opening Prayer..............................Rick Offill
Closing Prayer...............................Jim Vinson

*If you can not serve, please call Velton Taylor. 

Sunday Sermons

AM: Josh Romo, preaching

PM: Josh Romo, preaching

Duties for the Month of September
Church Bus.........................Sunday -Mayfield
Communion Prep.................................Taylor

Attendance for August 29th

Bible Classes.................................................65
Morning Worship......................................115
Evening Worship.........................................79
Contribution................................See Bulletin
Wednesday Night Bible Class (8/25/10).....48

Visitors Welcomed,  Members Expected,  
Everyone Loved!

Pantry Item:
Dry Cereal & Canned Juice
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